
 

Inventory No: CHI.201   

DEMOLISHED

Historic Name: Springfield Canal Company Boarding House

Common Name: Dwight Mill Boarding House

Address: 129-131 Exchange St

 

City/Town: Chicopee

Village/Neighborhood: Chicopee Center

Local No: 49

Year Constructed: r 1835

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival

Use(s):
Boarding House; Multiple Family Dwelling House; Workers
Housing

Significance: Architecture; Industry

Area(s): CHI.Z: Dwight Manufacturing Company Housing District

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (06/03/1977)

Building Materials(s):
Roof: Slate
Wall: Brick; Stone, Cut
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F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 
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In Area no. Form no. 

Town Chicopee 
6rV \ ."LOS 

Address!29-131 Exchange S t r e e t - # ^ 9 

N a m e O T d D w i g h t M i l l Hbu.se 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l - a p a r t m e n t s 

Present owner M a r i a Tavares 

Description: 

Date be tween 1832-18M 

snm-r>pEconomic H i s t o r y o f a F a c t p y y 
Town by schlakman 

Style b r i c k c o l o n i a l 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric ; b r i c k 

I 
Outbuildings (describe) car saraee 
Other features? ch imneys , b r i c k d e t a i l -

i n g a l o n g edge o f r o o f peak, s i m p l e 

s tone l i n t e l o v e r t h e doorways 

Altered 

Moved 

Date 

Date 
• • 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less x 

FEB 
.Q76 Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

60 f e e t 

MASS. H\ST. COMM-

PO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

IMHC Photo no. 

Approximate distance of building from street 

15 f e e t 

6. Recorded b y S u s a n L » Voynet 

OrganizationChicopee H i s t o r i c a l Commis-
s i o r i 

Date December 29 • 1975 

(over) 

20M-5-73-075074 

http://Hbu.se


61-V i 

7. Original owner (if known) Springfield Canal Company 

Original use boarding house for the employees of the cotton factories 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates apartments after 1927 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural x 
The Arts 
Commerce x 
Communication 
Community development _ x 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
There are several h i s tor ica l themes which can be related to this 

mil l house. The f i r s t is i t s role in the development of the town. Chicopee 
sprang up around the mills and from i t s earl iest beginnings was an i n ­
dustrial town. This one was built for the cotton companies by the 
Springfield Canal Company between the years 1832 and 184-1, Chicopee Center 
or "Cabotville'* supported three cotton companies: Cabot Manufacturing 
Company ( 1 8 3 2 ) , Perkins Manufactuting Company ( 1 8 3 6 ) , and Dwight Manufac­
turing Company (184-1). 

Through the years, the workers who resided in the mill-owned 
boarding houses ran the gamut from native Yankees to French Canadians, 
Poles, and the I r i s h , T n i s contributed to a wide variety in population 
and l i f e s t y l e . 

Trtis boarding house is h i s tor ica l ly valuable to an industrial 
c ity such as Chicopee, since i t points up the importance of industry in 
the settlement of this c i ty , and how the l ives of the inhabitants were 
controlled by the owners of the major industries. Every decision in the 
workers' l ives was made by the heads of the boarding houses; they were 
told when to eat, when to go to bed, and even when to attend church. 
Through the establishment of the l i f e s ty l e , a l l the employees' l ives 
were s t r i c t l y regulated. 

The buildings in this d i s tr i c t remain relat ively the same as 
when they were being used as residences for the factory labor. 
They enable us to envision more clearly the type of environment Chicopee's 
f i r s t inhabitants l ived in , and because of th i s , they should be considered 
an asset tothe community and a source of pride for i t s c i t izens . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Economic History of a Factory Town-Vera Schlakman 

Numerous deeds at the Hampden County Registry of Deeds 
Book 1605 page 146 Hampden County Registry of Deeds 
Springfield Republican—July 23, 1933 
"History of Chicopee" Bessie Warner Kerr 
Plans Book 5 Hampden County Registry of Deeds 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry x 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
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invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian _JX 
Transportation 
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